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IINNTTRROODDUUCCTTIIOONN AANNDD OOVVEERRVVIIEEWW

PPUURRPPOOSSEE: The June Lake Loop trail planning process was undertaken in an effort to 
update, consolidate and enhance trail plans that had previously been prepared for the 
June Lake Loop.

PPAARRTTIICCIIPPAANNTTSS:: The plan presented in this document reflects the contributions and
guidance of many agencies and groups and individuals including the June Lake Citizen 
Advisory Committee (CAC, a locally appointed citizens’ committee for all land use
planning affecting the June Lake area), the U.S. Forest Service – Inyo National Forest 
(which manages much of the public land on which the trails are shown), Southern
California Edison (which owns much of the quasi-private land on which trails are shown), 
Caltrans (which is responsible for management of Highway 158, the backbone route
through the study area), and many homeowners, USFS cabin owners, businesses and
individuals who are part of this community. 

OOBBJJEECCTTIIVVEE:: The objective of this planning effort is to create a strong conceptual 
framework for the June Lake Loop Trail Plan that is consistent with the June Lake Area
Plan and serves a wide range of trail uses. Elements of this conceptual plan can be 
more fully articulated as funding and access become available to support individual 
links.  To facilitate this objective, the Plan encompasses a primary and a secondary trail
system, as well as a series of stand-alone improvement areas that can be implemented on 
a phased basis. In turn, each improvement area has links to adjoining areas.  This plan 
will ultimately yield a layered trail system with richly diverse terrains, functions, modes of 
travel, and scenic opportunities.

ORGANIZATION: CCoonnssiisstteenntt wwiitthh tthhee oobbjjeeccttiivvee aabboovvee,, tthhee rreeppoorrtt oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn bbeeggiinnss wwiitthh aa
ddiissccuussssiioonn ooff ttrraaiill ppllaannnniinngg pprroocceessss,, ddeessiiggnn gguuiiddeelliinneess,, aanndd eexxiissttiinngg ttrraaiill ppllaannss.. TThhee rreeppoorrtt nneexxtt
ddeessccrriibbeess tthhee ccoonncceepptt ppllaann aanndd mmaapp ffoorr JJuunnee LLaakkee aass aa wwhhoollee.. SSeeccttiioonnss tthheerreeaafftteerr aaddddrreessss
iinnddiivviidduuaall ttrraaiill ccoommppoonneennttss ffoorr JJuunnee LLaakkee,, GGuullll LLaakkee,, SSiillvveerr LLaakkee,, aanndd GGrraanntt LLaakkee.. EEaacchh mmaapp iiss
pprroovviiddeedd aass aa ffoolldd--oouutt aatt tthhee eenndd ooff tthhiiss ppllaann ffoorr uussee aass ttrraaiill gguuiiddeess iinn tthhee ffiieelldd..

FUTURE NEEDS: TTwwoo ooff tthhee rreeccoommmmeennddeedd ttrraaiill lliinnkkss oorr iimmpprroovveemmeennttss ccoouulldd nnoott bbee vveerriiffiieedd
wwiitthhiinn tthhee ttiimmeeffrraammee ooff tthhiiss ssttuuddyy.. TThheessee lliinnkkss ((bbootthh ooff wwhhiicchh aarree ddeessiiggnnaatteedd aass sseeccoonnddaarryy ttrraaiillss)) aarree
sshhoowwnn aass ““rreeccoommmmeennddeedd ffoorr ffuurrtthheerr ssttuuddyy..”” AAlltthhoouugghh bbootthh ooff tthheessee sseeccoonnddaarryy ttrraaiillss aarree
ccoonnssiiddeerreedd ttoo bbee eessppeecciiaallllyy vvaalluuaabbllee mmeeaannss ooff aacchhiieevviinngg oovveerraallll ttrraaiill ppllaann ggooaallss aanndd oobbjjeeccttiivveess,, nneeiitthheerr
hhaass nneeiigghhbboorrhhoooodd ssuuppppoorrtt aatt tthhiiss ttiimmee.. TThheeiirr ffuuttuurree iimmpplleemmeennttaattiioonn wwiillll ddeeppeenndd oonn ccoonnsseennssuuss tthhaatt
mmaayy aarriissee tthhrroouugghh ffuuttuurree ggrroowwtthh aanndd uussee ooff tthhee pprriimmaarryy ttrraaiill ssyysstteemm.. IIssssuueess aanndd ttrraaiill sseeggmmeennttss
rreeqquuiirriinngg ffuurrtthheerr ssttuuddyy aarree nnootteedd aatt tthhee eenndd ooff eeaacchh sseeccttiioonn..



SECTION 2 

TTRRAAIILL PPLLAANNNNIINNGG PPRROOCCEESSSS

The trail planning effort involved an interactive process of meetings, trail planning, field 
visits, public involvement, and plan refinements.  Beginning in June, the process 
incorporated 4 formal workshops and 2-days of formal field trips as outlined in the sequence
below.

June 18 2002: Workshop #1, Goal Setting 

June 24-25, 2002: Field Trips around the June Lake Loop 

July 16, 2002: Workshop #2, Presentation of Preliminary Trail Concepts 

August 27, 2002: Workshop #3, Refinements to Preliminary Plan 

October 1, 2002: Workshop #4, Draft Plan Presentation to June Lake CAC 

November 12, 2002: Workshop #5, Second CAC Review of Draft Plan

February 4, 2003: Workshop #6, Third CAC Review of Draft Plan 

April 1, 2003: Workshop #7, Fourth CAC Review of Draft Plan 

________________: Plan and environmental documentation presented to
Mono County Planning Commission 

________________: Plan and environmental documentation presented to
Mono County Board of Supervisors 

Typical Workshop/Meeting Announcement 
PUBLIC WORKSHOP NOTICE

JUNE LAKE LOOP TRAILS PLAN

WORKSHOP DATE: Tuesday, 1 October 2002 (June Lake Citizens Advisory Committee meeting) 
LOCATION: June Lake Community Center 
TIME: 7:00 p.m.
BACKGROUND: Mono County has hired Bauer Planning Services to prepare a detailed trails plan for the June

Lake area.  Several workshops and in-field meetings have been held in the last few months
to review possible trail alignments.

PURPOSE: At this workshop, the Draft June Lake Loop Trails Plan will be presented to the June Lake 
Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) for review.  The plan incorporates refinements to plan 
concepts presented at the August 27 workshop.  The text and maps for the plan are
available for review at: 
www.talonassociates.net/junetrails.htm or at the Mono County Planning Department,
Minaret Village Mall, Suite P, Mammoth Lakes, CA.  Copies of the plan and maps may be 
requested via mail at 760-924-1800.

SCHEDULE: The June Lake Loop Trails Planning effort is nearing completion.  Following CAC review, this 
Draft Plan will serve as the basis for preparation of the final plan document and 
environmental review that will be submitted to the County for approval.

QUESTIONS: If you have questions about the Trails Plan, please contact: 
Larry Johnston, Mono County Planning   OR    Sandra Bauer, Bauer Planning 
monocounty@qnet com bauer7@earthlink net



Concepts presented in this plan will be more fully articulated (and issues resolved, where 
needed) when funding becomes available for detailed planning and implementation of individual 
trail segments.  The County, U.S. Forest Service and others may seek out grant monies and other 
funding sources to expedite the implementation process.

                                               AREA MAP 
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DDEESSIIGGNN GGUUIIDDEELLIINNEESS

A crucial element of the trail planning process was to plan for the trail needs of June Lake in
future years, as well as the needs today.  To achieve this goal, the process focused on 
identifying the concerns and goals of the participating individuals, agencies and groups.
Summarized below is a list of guidelines that set an important framework for the trail
planning process: 

Utilize existing trails wherever possible 

Minimize disturbance to natural systems and private properties 

Create a priority system for trail implementation:
June Lake > Gull Lake > Silver Lake > Grant Lake

Take advantage of trail implementation opportunities as they arise 

Enhance public safety by optimizing conditions for road bikes on Highway 158 and 
providing complementary opportunities for other trail users 

Maximize trail connections between existing establishments – e.g., Gull Lake-June Lake, 
campgrounds-village, commercial areas - and future development areas 

Take advantage of view opportunities and connect vista points where possible 

Create trail loops where possible 

Maintain the solitude of fishing areas while preserving accessibility 

Integrate context-sensitive road solutions 

Connect the entire loop from the southerly junction of 158/395 to Grant Lake 

Integrate local trails with regional trails

Follow established utility corridors where feasible 

Unify disparate trail segments along North Shore Road 

Increase access to existing designated trails: Gem Lake, Reversed Creek, Rim Trail



Provide for user-friendly signage and trail guides 

Honor the small-town ambience of the June Lake Loop as a whole 

Differentiate between trailheads (where vehicles can be parked while hiking) and other trail 
nodes (where parking spaces would not be provided), and provide Trailhead Joint-Use Parking 
wherever possible 

Develop a trail plan that has consensus support within the June Lake community 

Orient the primary trail system to non-motorized user populations, and develop focused trail 
opportunities to serve the needs of motorized vehicles

Guide the intensity of trail use through variation in trail width, ranging from a 5-foot right-of-way 
along the mid-slope trail between June Village and Oh! Ridge, to an 18” right-of-way along the 
Silver Lake portion of Trail 31. 

Allow the County to take the lead role in assigning and monitoring the voluntary trail maintenance 
program
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TTRRAAIILLSS FFOORR AALLLL UUSSEERRSS

The decision whether to create separate trail systems for road bikes and foot travel was 
another key milestone in the trail planning effort. Currently, Highway 158 serves as the
backbone for all travel between the June Loop lakes and communities.  But many who use 
this system noted significant differences in speed, clearance requirements and destination 
and purpose between, say, a pedestrian and a road bike cyclist.  The recommendation of this 
trail plan is that Highway 158 should be the primary route for cyclists, with separate trail 
systems for other users wherever possible.  This has been accomplished in most areas, where
landform and land ownership would allow, through the addition of multiple loop trails, branch
trails and parallel trails.



The topography is, however, very restrictive in some portions of the June Lake loop.  In these areas,
alternative approaches may be useful to enhance the compatibility of joint use by cyclists and foot 
travelers.  This plan recommends consideration of alternative road geometry along some segments of
Highway 158.  The recommended changes in road design focus on the use of centerline shifts, with wider 
shoulders on uphill sections of the road, to increase the margin of safety between cyclists, pedestrians and
vehicles. The modified geometry would be most helpful along road segments with steep gradients or sharp 
turns, but would also enhance movement where shoulders adjoin precipitous drop-offs or rises.  The County 
has also suggested further consideration of a variety of ‘context-sensitive solutions’ (such as speed limit 
reductions, narrower traffic lanes, and special signage – see Appendix B).   Caltrans is considering these 
recommendations and other options to enhance the safe interaction between motor vehicles, cyclists, and 
pedestrians.

As participants in the trail planning process, Caltrans has also offered recommendations for further 
consideration by the County.  In particular, Caltrans has recommended that the County consider
reconfiguration of the junction between Highway 158 and North Shore Drive.  Currently, the design at this 
junction strongly favors continued passage on Highway 158, which directs the majority of recreational 
traffic into June Lake Village.  If the junction were redesigned to favor each direction equally, the result 
would likely be to relieve some pressure on Highway 158.   Caltrans has also suggested further discussion of 
the possibility of a “trade” in which North Shore Drive (currently a county road) would become a State
Highway, and Highway 158 (currently a state highway) would become a County road between the north and
south termini of North Shore Drive.  As a possible future planning effort, the County may consider these 
recommendations as well as other options to increase the safe interaction between motorists and non-
motorists on these roads.

Recommended for Further Study: It is recommended that Caltrans and the County continue discussions 
about the shifting of roadway centerlines, reconfiguration of the Highway 158/North Shore Drive 
intersection, context sensitive solutions and other means of enhancing circulation within the June Lake 
loop.



SSEECCTTIIOONN 55
INTEGRATION WITH EXISTING TRAIL PLANS 

The primary trails are defined in two categories:  One category represents a refinement of trail links 
designated in the County’s Master Plan of Trails, which is part of the Transportation Element of the General
Plan; these trails are designated by numbers alone.  The second category represents additional primary trail 
links that are not currently shown on the County’s Master Plan of Trails, but that are recommended to be 
included on that Plan and have significant community support; these trails are designated by a combination 
of numbers with letters.  Both categories are comprised of trails in the Primary Trail System.  Trails that are 
part of the secondary trail system do not show a number or letter designation on the maps in this Plan
(although some may be numbered on existing County plans).   Provided on the next page is a table that
identifies and describes the numbered and lettered trails.

Primary and Secondary Trail Designations

            Primary Trail 

Secondary Trail

June Lake 
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PPRRIIMMAARRYY AANNDD SSEECCOONNDDAARRYY TTRRAAIILLSS

As indicated in the preceding table, the trail program incorporates primary and secondary
trails. The primary trails are intended to serve the widest possible range of users.  As such, 
the primary trails are located along or adjacent to the major use corridors of the June Lake 
Loop, including Highway 158, existing published trails, local roads and existing recreation and 
resort nodes.  It is envisioned that the primary trails would represent the backbone system,
and that the primary trail elements would be designed with multi-modal capacity and year-
round accessibility to the extent possible.  The primary trail system is adequate to meet the
trail needs within June Lake Loop for the foreseeable future. 

The secondary trails are intended to serve smaller populations generally including residents of
the adjoining homes and cabins.  These secondary trails would be located in neighborhoods 
around the June Lake Loop.  Design of these secondary trails would reflect a low intensity of
use and be restricted to the least intrusive modes (generally hiking and jogging).  Because some 
of the secondary trails would be in proximity to living areas, the routing of these trails would 
require particular sensitivity to maintain the privacy of local residents and trail users alike. 
Secondary trail needs throughout the June Lake Loop are currently satisfied through an informal
system of pathways and links that are more than adequate to meet present need. Thus the
value of the secondary trail system may arise in response to future growth and development
patterns within the June Lake Loop. 

AAllll ooff tthhee ttrraaiillss sshhoowwnn iinn tthhiiss PPllaann wwiillll rreeqquuiirree mmoorree ddeettaaiilleedd ddeessiiggnn aanndd aalliiggnnmmeenntt ssttuuddiieess aatt
ssuucchh ttiimmee aass ggrraanntt ffuunnddss bbeeccoommee aavvaaiillaabbllee.. IInn aaddddiittiioonn ttoo tthheessee ssttuuddiieess,, tthhee sseeccoonnddaarryy ttrraaiillss
wwiillll aallssoo rreeqquuiirree eexxtteennssiivvee ccoooorrddiinnaattiioonn
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TTRRAAIILL SSIIGGNNAAGGEE AANNDD MMAAIINNTTEENNAANNCCEE CCOONNCCEEPPTTSS

TTRRAAIILL SSIIGGNNAAGGEE

A number of trail planning participants have identified a need for more prominent trail 
signage in conjunction with the primary trail system. Suggestions included “Share the Road”
signs along Highway 158, and special signage to denote joint or separate use of equestrian
trails, mountain bike trails and road bike trails.  It was also recommended that special signs
or markers be provided at all trail junctions, to indicate where the trail continues (for 
example, ‘trail continues across Highway 158’).  Wintertime trail use was also suggested for 
special signage, particularly on trail routes used by snowmobiles. 

Another recommendation is to provide information kiosks at all trailheads within the loop. 
The trail maps could be posted at each location, along with other information consistent 
with USFS criteria. 

Recommended for Further Study:  It is recommended that a sign package be developed.

TTRRAAIILL MMAAIINNTTEENNAANNCCEE

Trail maintenance is a concern for trails in the area, including existing and proposed trails. 
The preliminary trail management and maintenance concept identified in this plan is
patterned after Caltrans’ “Adopt-A-Highway” program.   Under this program, businesses and 
individuals pay a fee to support Caltrans’ maintenance costs for a selected stretch of 
highway.  In turn, signage is posted on the adopted link acknowledging the sponsoring entity.

A similar approach is recommended for the June Lake Loop trails.  Individuals and businesses 
would be invited to sponsor trail segments, and acknowledged in signage that could be 
posted adjacent to the trail identification signs.

Recommended for Further Study: To optimize participation, it is recommended that a 
maintenance program be established for the June Lake Loop trails that is patterned after
Caltrans’ Adopt-a-Highway program.

The preliminary trail management and maintenance concept is patterned after
Caltrans’ “Adopt-A-Highway” program.



OOVVEERRAALLLL TTRRAAIILL PPLLAANN

Residents of the June Lake Loop consider the communities within this area as one place, and refer to the
entire loop as “June Lake.” This designation is a telling reflection of the tightly knit fabric that binds the 
community as a whole. But each of the four lakes that comprise this loop has a unique character and 
identity. These qualities are embodied in the overall trail plan as well: unity expressed through a strong, 
multi-layer backbone trail system that runs from the north to the south junction of Highway 158 with 
Highway 395, and individuality expressed in the multiple, hierarchical loop trails and paths that explore
June, Gull, Silver and Grant Lakes.



A cornerstone aspect of the trail system proposed for June Lake Loop is the separation, in most areas, of
foot-based pathways from wheel-based pathways.  Road bikes, mountain bikes, and other wheel-based
vehicles are intended to use Highway 158 and North Shore Drive for most travel around the loop, while the 
majority of hiking, jogging and walking is intended to occur off of these main roadways. To achieve this
goal, the plan ensures that hikers will have trail options other than the highway in most locations.2

Another aspect of the proposed trail plan is the “layering” of trails.  The essence of this layered system is 
that pedestrians and hikers will have more than one route to choose from in some locations. Key elements
include a complete loop around the June Lake-Gull Lake perimeter, with multiple spur trails leading to 
scenic points and activity nodes. A trail follows Highway 158 along Silver Lake, preserving the solitude of 
fly-fishing areas. The plan also offers a major backbone trail over Reversed Peak mountain with trails 
starting from Gull, June and Silver Lake, a loop trail around the ridge-top snow-ponds, and a side trail 
leading to Reverse Peak. Off-road trails are provided from Down Canyon to June Lake Village by way of 
West Village and the Rodeo Grounds, and a mid-slope trail behind the Down Canyon neighborhood will
provide access to Rush Creek via Trail 31A. In addition to these proposed elements, the plan 
recommends a new mid-slope trail extending from the amphitheater at June Mountain, continuing
behind the Donnelly Tract and Double Eagle and linking into the Minaret Wilderness above the funicular 
to Agnew Lake (Trail #26).

2 The two segments where off-road hiking paths could not be accommodated are (1) immediately south of the Rodeo 
Grounds, approaching Down Canyon, and (2) on the south side of Gull Lake. 
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JJUUNNEE LLAAKKEE TTRRAAIILLSS

June Lake is the second largest of the four lakes in the loop (only Grant Lake is larger) and the
namesake of the entire community.  Since the majority of traffic enters the loop from the southern 
junction of Highways 158/395, it is also the first destination for most visitors to the June Lake area. 
The entry provides an abundance of scenic views and vistas, including the aptly named and easily
accessed “Oh!! Ridge” lookout, as well as the less-known overlook immediately north of the junction 
of 158 and North Shore Drive.



Geologic conditions created a large natural beach at the northern end of the Lake that is one 
of the most heavily used visitor sites in the entire loop, drawing residents and tourists alike.
Numerous resorts are at either end of the lake, along with dozens of residences that include 
both USFS leasehold and private parcels.  June Lake has private marinas and public boat
launches, and is widely used for fishing and boating.  And the village in the heart of June Lake 
provides the widest range of retail shops, restaurants, and lodging of the entire loop.    Because 
the seasonal visitor population is highest around June Lake, this is also the location with the
greatest concentration of pedestrians, joggers and recreational cyclists, many of whom can be 
seen daily along Highway 158, between the village and the beach.

The trail planning design guidelines developed with the planning participants acknowledged 
the special demands for trail opportunities by placing June Lake at the top of the trail 
hierarchy.  This objective was accomplished in the June Lake trail plan. The June Lake trail
system begins at the information kiosk at the junction of Highways 158/395. This entry trail is
envisioned as a multi-use trail (hiking/mountain biking), and links into a regional road bike 
trail that extends along Highway 395.  Leaving the kiosk, this trail follows the utility 
maintenance dirt road corridor all the way into the North Shore campground, where it links 
into the major road bike system provided along North Shore Drive and to the remaining off-
street system (Trail #32). 

The plan also incorporates a loop trail that extends around much of June Lake, providing hikers 
with several trail choices in many locations.  A key feature of this trail can be seen in the 
heavily used corridor along Highway 158, between the village and the beach.  The trail along 
this segment is proposed to be about halfway down the bluff, generally at the base of the road
fill, on a constructed bench that would extend the length of the eastern shore. This mid-
slope trail would provide pedestrians and joggers with a safe and scenic path between these 
two major use nodes, leaving the highway for mountain and road bikes, and motor vehicles. 
Also, fishers -- who currently utilize numerous informal fishing trails -- would be able to use 
the mid-slope trail as an environmentally sensitive access.



branch off at the beach in two directions.  One branch will continue up to the Oh!! Ridge
Lookout, and then follow the alignment of North Shore Drive.  This trail will connect with 
several side trails, including one that will lead to the top of the overlook just north of Oh!!
Ridge.  Though little used today, this is an exceptional overlook that provides nearly 360-
degrees long-range views.   Another side trail will provide connections to the meadow area
north of June Lake and just west of the south June Lake Junction.

The second branch will parallel the beach parking lot and access road to the beach. As it
approaches the campground market at the west end of the beach, this trail will again divide.
One trail will continue along the lower bluff, skirting mid-slope above the length of the
western June Lake shoreline (Trail #32A).   This lower trail will wind back up to North Shore 
Drive and link to the ballpark, continuing eventually to the Rodeo Grounds and Highway 158. 
A side trail will be provided to take hikers to the overlook point on the southwestern shore, at 
the north end of the cabins.   The second trail branch will follow a pathway just below North
Shore Drive. This higher path follows an old utility maintenance corridor out of the 
campground and into the June Lake ballpark, and is intended to be a major mountain bike trail 
with the potential to serve snowmobiles during winter months (Trail #32A).  At the ballpark,
this route will join with other trail systems including paths to Gull Lake, and up over Reversed
Peak mountain, with many access points into the Village along existing access roads.

Recommended for Further Study:  Around the southwestern shore of June Lake is a potential 
trail alignment that will require further study.  A considerable number of residences are 
located at this end of the lake, some on USFS leasehold property and some on private land. 
During the trail planning process, it was the consensus of the workshop participants that none
of the routing options through this area merit implementation at the present time.  However, 
routing of this trail can be explored in greater detail in the future with the USFS and cabin 
owners when and if community support warrants, funding becomes available to support formal
proposals for the June Lake loop trail system, and traffic dictates exploration of additional 
trail options. 



SSEECCTTIIOONN 1100
GGUULLLL LLAAKKEE TTRRAAIILLSS

Gull Lake is the smallest of the four June Loop lakes.   Uses around the lake include a major
marina on the eastern shore, a wetlands area adjoining the south end of the marina, two 
public boat ramps, and major community facilities on the northwest end including the 
community meeting center, library, and park.  Residences in the area include private homes 
on private land, private homes on land leased from USFS, several motels and lodges, and a 
campground located just south of Gull Lake on the north side of Boulder Drive (Highway 158).

Much of the activity in this area is oriented to the lake, particularly boating. But the
presence of the community center and public park, as well as proximity to the village
commercial area, also exert strong influence on the patterns of movement around Gull Lake. 
During peak season, Gull Lake and June Lake experience very high levels of tourist visitation
including pedestrians, joggers, cyclists, and all types of vehicles.  Use levels are anticipated
to increase with development of the June Mountain ski area and Rodeo Grounds/West Village. 
This development will add to the need for linkage between the Village and points south.



TThhee pprriimmaarryy ttrraaiill iinn tthhee GGuullll LLaakkee aarreeaa iiss tthhee eexxiissttiinngg ttrraaiill tthhaatt ffoolllloowwss ggeenneerraallllyy aalloonngg tthhee ssoouutthh
sshhoorree ooff GGuullll LLaakkee.. TThhiiss ttrraaiill uuttiilliizzeess tthhee eexxiissttiinngg ccaammppggrroouunndd rrooaadd,, aanndd tthheenn ttrraannssiittiioonnss aalloonngg
tthhee pprreesseenntt UUSSFFSS ccaabbiinn aacccceessss rrooaadd,, eevveennttuuaallllyy ttuurrnniinngg iinnttoo aa wweellll--uusseedd ffoooottppaatthh tthhaatt lleeaaddss ttoo
tthhee cceennttrraall VViillllaaggee aarreeaa.. TThhiiss lliinnkk iiss ccoonnssiiddeerreedd ttoo bbee aann eesssseennttiiaall eelleemmeenntt ooff tthhee GGuullll LLaakkee
TTrraaiill ssyysstteemm,, aanndd aa ccrriittiiccaall lliinnkk iinn tthhee eennttiirree JJuunnee LLaakkee lloooopp ttrraaiill ppllaann..

DDuurriinngg ddeevveellooppmmeenntt ooff tthhee GGuullll LLaakkee ttrraaiill ssyysstteemm,, aa ttrraaiill wwaass pprrooppoosseedd tthhaatt wwoouulldd hhaavvee
eenncciirrcclleedd GGuullll LLaakkee aanndd wwoouulldd hhaavvee pprroovviiddeedd aacccceessss ttoo tthhee bbooaatt rraammpp oonn tthhee wweesstt sshhoorree ooff tthhee
llaakkee.. DDuuee ttoo ccoonncceerrnnss eexxpprreesssseedd dduurriinngg tthhee wwoorrkksshhoopp,, tthhiiss ttrraaiill hhaass bbeeeenn ttaakkeenn ooffff tthhee ppllaann..
HHoowweevveerr,, iitt mmaayy bbee wwoorrtthh rreeccoonnssiiddeerriinngg tthhiiss ttrraaiill iiff aanndd wwhheenn ddeevveellooppmmeenntt pprrooppoossaallss ttoo tthhee
wweesstt aanndd nnoorrtthh ooff GGuullll LLaakkee ccoommee iinnttoo ffrruuiittiioonn..

Recommended for Further Study: A trail encircling Gull Lake is a potential trail that will 
require further study.  Routing of this trail can be explored in greater detail if any when
development proposals west and north of Gull Lake are implemented.

                                                                  Detail Map Trail Westside Gull Lake



SSeeccttiioonn 1111
DOWN CANYON TRAILS 

The area known as “Down Canyon” is where the largest number of permanent residents make
their home. This community also has numerous tourist cabins, motels and rentals as well as 
several popular dining establishments, a resort lodge, a market, several major trailheads into
the high Sierras, and a major SCE utility station. Unlike other parts of the loop, the 
topography allows for a relatively deep penetration of private and public uses away from the 
main highway, lending this area the feeling of an enclave.  Also unlike other parts of the loop,
Down Canyon is the site of the only true “S” curve on Highway 158.

The trail system proposed for Down Canyon emphasizes the creation of internal loops. This
plan will provide trail users with a wider range of options and allow for greater separation of 
the slower foot-based trail uses from the higher-speed wheel-based trail uses. The internal
loop will link thresidential area on the east end of Down Canyon with the Yost and Fern Creek
trailhead, the June Mountain Ski area trails (including the Rodeo Grounds and future West
Village resort area), and Reversed Creek.  The loops will also link the lodging, 



side of Hwy. 158 to the trails off North Shore Drive, the Yost and Fern Creek trailheads, and to 
the Silver Creek equestrian/pedestrian trail loop.

This loop system will also provide convenient linkage to Gull and June Lake via a connection
through the Rodeo Grounds.

A meandering pedestrian trail is shown between Double Eagle Lodge and Yost Creek, parallel
to Highway 158, and continuing to the Rodeo Grounds. The segment between Yost Creek and 
the Rodeo Grounds is one of only two on-road pedestrian links (i.e., segments where the 
footpath is adjacent to Highway 158) in the entire system, as shown in the proposed cross
section provided below.  Special conditions will need to be developed with Caltrans,
particularly for the “S” curve, to ensure the safety of the multiple trail users sharing this link.

A key element of the Down Canyon trail system is a new trail that will begin in the vicinity of
the Fern Creek trailhead, turning in a westerly direction up and over the ridge behind Double
Eagle Lodge and joining into Rush Creek above the SCE funicular (Trail #31A connecting to Trail 
#26).  Additional connections to this trail could be taken from various points within Down
Canyon.  The trail would ultimately connect, on the east, to trails into the June Mountain Ski 
area, West Village/Rodeo Grounds, and continuing into June Lake Village, providing another 
regional backbone system. 

Recommended for Further Study:  The trail segment between Yost Creek and the Rodeo 
Grounds immediately adjacent to Highway `158 is the only link in the entire system where all 
trails (wheel and foot-based) converge on Highway 158. This segment also contains the “S”
curve, and it is recommended that the County work closely with Caltrans to develop special 
conditions that will ensure the safety of trail users sharing this vital link.



SSEECCTTIIOONN 1122
SILVER LAKE TRAILS 

Several elements distinguish the Silver Lake area from other parts of the loop. It is renowned for
world-class fly-fishing along Rush Creek, just north of the lake proper.  And it is a center of
equestrian activity, with a large pack station on the west side of the lake that serves a diverse 
clientele ranging from day riders to overnight campers in the high Sierras.  Silver Lake also has a 
long-established campground, with a popular restaurant and trailer park.  The wide range of 
activities results in higher traffic volumes during peak summer months, and also results in large
numbers of pedestrians moving between the campground and activity centers.

The trail plan for Silver Lake optimizes the relationship between active use areas while preserving 
solitude in the fly-fishing corridor along Rush Creek.  This plan retains, for equestrian use only, an 
existing trail that skirts around the east end of Silver Lake.  This equestrian trail will also link to Yost 
Creek trailhead in Down Canyon by way of the high trail skirting behind SCE and Double Eagle.
Another key element of the multi-use plan for Silver Lake involves a new backbone trail to the crest of 
Reversed Peak mountain; this trail will offer several options that link Silver Lake with Gull and June 
Lakes. It is recommended that access on Highway 158 between the snow gate and Rush Creek 
trailhead be limited to bicycle;  this segment is proposed to include signage that discourages 
pedestrian use of the highway.



SECTION 13
GRANT LAKE TRAILS

Grant Lake is approximately 10 miles from the June Lake Village core area, and well removed 
from the primary tourist corridors of the loop as a whole. Use levels in the area are
comparatively low for most types of trail systems (pedestrian, horse, jogging).  But this lake 
is an important element of the long-distance road-bike riding system in Mono County. Due to
lower traffic levels, less winding alignment and more generous shoulders, the road system 
along Grant Lake is considered by many riders to be the loop segment with the highest levels
of safety overall. 



Consistent with this setting, the chief component of the trail plan for Grant Lake is to continue 
the road bike path along the entire length of Grant Lake, with a linkage to the Grant Lake 
marina, and continuing to the northerly junction of Highways 158/395.   At that location, the 
road bike path on Highway 158 joins with the highly improved regional road-bike system that 
extends throughout Mono County on Highway 395.

In addition to the trails above, there are many additional opportunities around Grant Lake for 
off-road hiking and biking.  These include access to Rush Creek for fishing, and along the 
perimeter shoreline which includes several campgrounds.  There is also the opportunity to 
create a full loop, as recommended for further study below. 

Recommended for Further Study:  A complete loop around Grant Lake could be achieved with 
an off-road bike and hiking path extending from Highway 158 across the dam top of Grant Lake 
and connecting back into the Silver Lake loop trail on the east side of Rush Creek.  If this is 
recommended that this be studied further, with particular attention to the concern of 
residents around Silver Lake with respect to the linkage at Rush Creek.



SECTION 14 
REVERSED PEAK TRAIL PLANS 

& THE SNOW LAKES 

            The trail system around Reversed Peak mountain forms a central and unifying element of the
          June Lake Loop Trail Plan.  This system consists of three access trails, including an existing 
            access (from North Shore Drive just above the Rodeo Grounds), plus two new trails.  One of
            the new trails would be across from the June Lake ballpark, and the second new access 
            would be from Down Canyon near the entry road to the Silver Lake cabins.  All three trail 

 would meet in the vicinity of the Snow Ponds at the top of the Reversed Peak mountain, 
 with a primary trail link leading northward to Reverse Peak proper.  All three trails will
require   further study to identify the alignments that best optimize views and safety. 



SSEECCTTIIOONN 1155
EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTTAALL CCOONNSSIIDDEERRAATTIIOONNSS

AAss ddeessccrriibbeedd tthhrroouugghhoouutt tthhiiss ddooccuummeenntt,, tthhee TTrraaiill PPllaann ooffffeerrss aa ccoonncceeppttuuaall aanndd sscchheemmaattiicc
ffrraammeewwoorrkk ffoorr tthhee lloonngg--rraannggee ddeevveellooppmmeenntt ooff ttrraaiillss wwiitthhiinn tthhee JJuunnee LLaakkee LLoooopp.. CCoonncceeppttss
pprreesseenntteedd hheerreeiinn wwiillll bbee mmoorree ffuullllyy aarrttiiccuullaatteedd aass ffuunnddiinngg bbeeccoommeess aavvaaiillaabbllee ffoorr tthhee ddeettaaiilleedd
ppllaannnniinngg aanndd iimmpplleemmeennttaattiioonn ooff iinnddiivviidduuaall ttrraaiill sseeggmmeennttss..

TThhee CCoouunnttyy,, tthhee UUnniitteedd SSttaatteess FFoorreesstt
SSeerrvviiccee,, CCaallttrraannss aanndd ootthheerrss mmaayy sseeeekk oouutt ggrraanntt mmoonniieess aanndd ootthheerr ffuunnddiinngg ssoouurrcceess ttoo eexxppeeddiittee
tthhee iimmpplleemmeennttaattiioonn pprroocceessss.. CCEEQQAA aanndd//oorr NNEEPPAA ccoommpplliiaannccee,, aass aapppprroopprriiaattee,, wwoouulldd ooccccuurr aatt
tthhee ttiimmee tthhaatt iinnddiivviidduuaall ttrraaiillss oorr ttrraaiill sseeggmmeennttss aarree pprrooppoosseedd..

TThheerree aarree aa nnuummbbeerr ooff eennvviirroonnmmeennttaall ffaaccttoorrss tthhaatt wwiillll rreeqquuiirree ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonn aass tthhee mmoorree
ddeettaaiilleedd ttrraaiill ppllaannnniinngg eeffffoorrttss uunnffoolldd.. IIssssuueess ooff ccoonncceerrnn wwiillll ddeeppeenndd llaarrggeellyy oonn tthhee pprrooppoosseedd
llooccaattiioonn aanndd pprreecciissee aalliiggnnmmeennttss ooff tthhee ttrraaiill ssyysstteemmss,, bbuutt ccoouulldd iinncclluuddee tthhee ffoolllloowwiinngg::

PPootteennttiiaall iimmppaaccttss oonn hhaabbiittaatt oorr sseennssiittiivvee nnaattuurraall ccoommmmuunniittiieess iinn tthhee aarreeaa ooff pprrooppoosseedd ttrraaiill
iimmpprroovveemmeennttss;;
PPootteennttiiaall ccoonnfflliicctt wwiitthh aaddoopptteedd ppoolliicciieess oorr oorrddiinnaanncceess ttoo pprrootteecctt bbiioollooggiiccaall rreessoouurrcceess;;
PPootteennttiiaall ddiissrruuppttiioonn oorr lloossss ooff ccuullttuurraall rreessoouurrcceess iinn tthhee aarreeaass ooff ttrraaiill ddeevveellooppmmeenntt aanndd uussee
iinncclluuddiinngg
AAeesstthheettiicc aanndd vviissuuaall iimmppaaccttss aassssoocciiaatteedd wwiitthh tthhee ppootteennttiiaall ffoorr aabbuussee ooff ttrraaiillss,, iinncclluuddiinngg
lliitttteerriinngg,, vvaannddaalliissmm,, aanndd tthheefftt ooff ppuubblliicc pprrooppeerrttyy..
PPootteennttiiaall eexxppoossuurree ooff nnaattuurraall rreessoouurrcceess ttoo hhaazzaarrddss oorr hhaazzaarrddoouuss mmaatteerriiaallss rreellaatteedd ttoo
iimmpprrooppeerr ddiissppoossaall ooff wwaasstteess,, oorr lleeaakkiinngg ooff ffuueell--ppoowweerreedd ttrraaiill vveehhiicclleess..
EExxppoossuurree ooff aaddjjaacceenntt llaanndd aarreeaass ttoo iinnccrreeaasseedd nnooiissee lleevveellss,, ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy aalloonngg ttrraaiillss ddeessiiggnnaatteedd
ffoorr uussee bbyy ffuueell--ppoowweerreedd vveehhiicclleess..
PPootteennttiiaall iinnccrreeaasseedd ddeemmaanndd oonn ppuubblliicc sseerrvviicceess iinncclluuddiinngg ffiirree,, ppoolliiccee,, aanndd ppuubblliicc wwoorrkkss ttoo
pprroovviiddee iinnccrreeaasseedd pprrootteeccttiioonn oorr mmaaiinntteennaannccee sseerrvviicceess aalloonngg tthhee nneeww ttrraaiill ssyysstteemmss,,
PPootteennttiiaall ccoonnfflliiccttss wwiitthh eexxiissttiinngg ttrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn ssyysstteemmss rreessuullttiinngg ffrroomm cchhaannggeedd ppaatttteerrnnss ooff
cciirrccuullaattiioonn..
AAss nnootteedd aabboovvee,, tthheessee ppootteennttiiaall eeffffeeccttss wwiillll bbee tthhee ssuubbjjeecctt ooff mmoorree ddeettaaiilleedd eennvviirroonnmmeennttaall
aasssseessssmmeenntt aass iinnddiivviidduuaall ttrraaiillss aarree pprrooppoosseedd.. TThhee ttyyppee ooff rreevviieeww wwiillll ddeeppeenndd oonn tthhee aaggeennccyy
aapppprroovvaallss rreeqquuiirreedd ((ii..ee..,, ffeeddeerraall oorr ssttaattee)),, aass wweellll aass tthhee ppootteennttiiaall ffoorr ssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt aaddvveerrssee
eeffffeeccttss,, tthhee nneeeedd ffoorr mmiittiiggaattiioonn,, aanndd tthhee lleevveell ooff ccoommmmuunniittyy iinnvvoollvveemmeenntt aapppprroopprriiaattee ttoo eeaacchh
pprrooppoossaall..
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AAPPPPEENNDDIIXX BB

CCOONNTTEEXXTT SSEENNSSIITTIIVVEE SSOOLLUUTTIIOONNSS
June Lake Loop Bike Route Provisions 

The June Lake Loop (State Hwy 158) in Mono County offers some of the best road cycling in rolling terrain 
along one of the most scenic areas in the state, if not the country.  However, the winding and rather narrow 
state highway is considered by some transportation professionals to be difficult to improve to accommodate 
both bicycles and motor vehicles in the “standard” way.  Context Sensitive Solutions, as promulgated by the 
Director of the California Department of Transportation, appear to be appropriate for the June Lake Loop to 
improve both safer bicycle travel and safer motor vehicle travel in this sensitive environment.  The 
following outlines solutions that can achieve enhanced safety for these highway users.

UUssee ooff NNaarrrroowweerr TTrraaffffiicc LLaanneess ffoorr TTrraaffffiicc CCaallmmiinngg

Reduction of the standard vehicular travel lane width in the June Lake Loop from 12’ to 11’ would achieve a 
number of objectives.  First, a narrower lane width tends to modulate the speed of traffic.  Since the 
differential between the driver and the bicycle rider is extremely important in collision circumstances, a 
slower vehicular speed is desirable along this high use cycling corridor.  Second, utilizing an 11’ vehicular 
lane will “free up” paved shoulder width for cyclists.  Another advantage is the reduction on wear and tear 
on the pavement edge and shoulder with a reduced lane width. Other traffic calming measures should be 
considered if at all possible.  If necessary, a design exception should be processed to achieve this lane 
width.

SSppeeeedd LLiimmiitt RReedduuccttiioonnss

Together with traffic calming, speed limits should be re-evaluated along the route.
Techniques should be employed to create an environment that results in reductions of posted 
speed limits.  These should include careful timing of the speed studies to coincide with high 
use periods (i.e., summer) when activity levels of pedestrians, fishermen, campers, 
motorhomes, cyclists and other users tend to slow traffic.  “Rounding down” (instead of up) to 
the next 5 mph speed increment should be utilized wherever allowable.  Speed studies should 
be conducted after traffic calming measures are installed and a proper level of enforcement is 
achieved.

UUssee ooff VVaarriiaabbllee WWiiddtthh SShhoouullddeerr

As illustrated in the attached diagram, Section “A”, where a 26’ pavement width is provided (and most of 
the Loop roadway can accommodate this pavement width), there would be a 2’ wide shoulder in the flat 
parts of the roadway, allowing a minimal but usable area for cyclists to travel.  Where a 28’ pavement 
width can be provided in the flat parts, Section “C” (and this can be achieved in many sections of the 
roadway), there would be a 3’ wide shoulder for cyclists.  Where a 30’ pavement width can be provided in 
the flat parts, Section “E” (and this can be achieved in several sections of the roadway), a 4’ wide shoulder 
can be provided for cyclists.  Overall, this would result in a variable width shoulder through the Loop, taking 
advantage of areas where wider pavement widths are possible.  This should be able to be achieved without 
a design exception, but if not, then a design exception should be prepared. 



UUssee ooff aa CCeenntteerrlliinnee SShhiifftt // WWiiddeerr SShhoouullddeerr oonn UUpphhiillll SSeeccttiioonnss

On ascending roadway segments (greater than 100 meters in length), shifting the centerline to allow for a 
wider shoulder on uphill segments will allow a significantly enhanced safety feature for cyclists.  On 
ascending roadway segments, the speed differential between the cyclists and vehicles dramatically 
increases (the opposite is true for descending sections where the cyclist generally “takes the lane”, speeds 
>20 mph).  As illustrated in the attached diagram, Section “B”, where a 26’ paved width is provided, the 
centerline is shifted one foot to allow a 3’ wide uphill cycle shoulder; the downhill shoulder is decreased to 
1’ wide.  In Section “D”, where a 28’ paved width is provided, the centerline is shifted 1’ to allow for a 4’ 
wide uphill cycle shoulder; the downhill shoulder is 2’ wide.  In Section “F”, where a 30’ paved width is 
provided, the centerline is shifted 1’ to allow for a 5’ wide uphill cycle shoulder; the downhill shoulder is 4’ 
wide.  If necessary, a design exception should be processed to achieve this centerline shift/wider uphill 
cycle shoulder.

BBiikkee RRoouuttee DDeessiiggnnaattiioonn

The entire June Lake Loop should be designated as a “Bike Route” in accordance with Chapter 1000 of the 
Highway Design Manual.   This is consistent with the Regional Transportation Plan and the Mono County 
General Plan Circulation Plan.  (The section of US Hwy 395 from the south junction to the north junction 
with the June Lake Loop should also be designated a bike route.) 

SSiiggnniinngg

The entire June Lake Loop (and the connecting segment of US Hwy 395, south junction to north junction) 
should be provided with “Bike Route” signs at Chapter 1000 spacing.  For the most part, these signs should 
be freestanding and not attached to other signs.  The main purpose is to warn motorists that the June Lake 
Loop is a bike route.

“Share the Road” bicycle signs should be erected at appropriate spacing to give further advice to motorists 
that cyclists are utilizing the roadway.  These should emulate the very successful signing erected on Benton 
Crossing Road by the County of Mono. 

IImmpplleemmeennttaattiioonn

Implementation of these bike route provisions should be included in the Caltrans “Cap M” overlay project 
scheduled for 2003.  Every effort should be employed to carry out Context Sensitive Solutions in the “Cap 
M” project, including design exceptions and special provisions in the “Cap M” standards. 











June Lake Loop Bike Route Cross-Sections 

26'

2' 11' 2'11'

26'

1 11' 3'11'

28'

3' 11' 3'11'

30'

4' 11' 4'11'

A

B

E

F

D

26' - In Flat Sections

26' - On Grades >100m

edge stripe (typ)

uphilldownhill

28' - In Flat Sections

28' - On Grades >100m

C

28'

2' 11' 4'11'

uphilldownhill

30' - In Flat Sections

30'

4' 11' 5'11'

30' - On Grades >100m

uphilldownhill


